How to restore farmland biodiversity

YOU MUST BE JOKING!!!

Francis Buner, Project Coordinator Are you sure you read that map
: correctly? This Agri-environment
Fien O ost , P roj ect Mana ger Scheme (AES) won’t do for us!
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What is the PARTRIDGE project ?
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Demonstrating how to recover
farmland biodiversity on Europe’s
arable farmland




Why PARTRIDGE ?

EU common bird indices, 1990 — 2019
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2018 - 2019 data: estimates
Sources: European Bird Census Council (EBCC); national BirdLife organisations;
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB); Czech Society for Ornithology (CSO)




Why the grey partridge? umbrella species

If we do what is right for the grey partridge, we do what is right for biodiversity




Based on scientific evidence and practical experience
from across Europe.




We developped a NATURE RECOVERY TOOLBOX to improve and increase

the amount of wildlife-friendly habitats at our 10 demo sites.
Within the limits of what an Interreg project can realistically achieve.
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Coloured areas show wildlife-friendly habitats



Increase in wildlife-friendly habitats
on arable farmland (PARTRIDGE 2017-2022):

Demonstration sites: avg. +4.5%

avg. +0.5%




Our demonstration sites have significantly more

Result
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biodiversity (number and diversity of farmland birds &
flower-rich habitats) compared to reference sites

Diemarden, Germany

Cheriton, England

Average demonstration site



> |evel of habitat improvements needed
diversity loss on farmland, the following
ST be addressed:




1. Facilitate partnerships
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. Improve advice
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Increase Flexibility & Payment

For us, the economlc aspect and the
effectiveness of biodiversity measures are
equally important. PARTRIDGE allows us
to experiment with new~measures spch
beetle banks and flow e;r”biocks We hke q: €

Lerreg




4. Increase landscape scale

> : :

¢ Access to high-quality reseaseh focusedien
practical measures that farmers can implement
across their farms, is vital to restore species

abundaneetacross the farmed landscape.
Harold Makant, Senior Land Management AdvisorgNatural
England - .




. Increase high-quality habitats to min. 10%

Reversing declines in farmland birds: How much
agri-environment provision is needed at farm and landscape scales?

Bwyn 5'70 | Robert W. Hawkes' & | Andrew J. Bladon™
David L. Buckingham' | Jennifer Border' © | Antony J. Morris*® | Philip V. Grice’
Wil J. Peach’
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6: Continue to improve quality and variety of AES
habitat options

Key options needed in arable AE schemes
< hude the optices
an arable land
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